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particularly regretted his inability to attend the meeting
of the Governors in May, because that meeting was in part
the fruit of seed he had sown years before. (The meeting
was called at the White House by President Eoosevelt.)
The name of Grover Cleveland will always be prominently
identified with the movement to protect the forests of the
United States, and it seemed to me eminently fitting that
one of the forests which he created should bear his name
throughout all time.

To Mr. Francis Lynde Stetson.

WHITE HOUSE,
November 9, 1908.
My deur Mr. Stetson:

I regret that it is not possible for me to be present in
person at the meeting held under the auspices of the Cleve-
land Memorial Committee. I wish you all success in your
efforts. I was a member of the Legislature when Mr.
Cleveland became Governor of the State of New York at
the beginning of the year 1883, and for the next twenty-
five years on several different occasions I was brought into
close contact with him. For two years during his second
administration I served under him as Civil Service Com-
missioner. Like all others who were thrown closely with
him I was much impressed by his high standard of official
conduct and his rugged strength of character. Not only
did I become intimately acquainted with the manner in
which he upheld and enforced the civil service law, but I
also saw at close quarters his successful fight against free
silver, and the courage with which he, aided by men like the
late Senator Cushman K. Davis of Minnesota, supported the
judiciary at the time of the Chicago riot; and, finally, I hap-
pened to be in a position in which I knew intimately how he
acted and the reasons why he acted in the Venezuelan mat-
ter. This knowledge gained at first hand enables me to bear
testimony, which I am more than glad to bear, to the late
President ?s earnest purpose to serve the whole country, and
the high courage with which he encountered every species